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At St. Mary's Primary School we pride 
ourselves in being an integral part of the 

communities we serve and value the 
close ‘family’ atmosphere that we achieve. 

St. Mary's is a happy and loving school 
where every child is known, respected and 

valued. We challenge and support all of our 
pupils so that they reach their full potential. 

 
Striving for excellence through our aspiration 
to 'Be More', each child is encouraged to love, 
learn and succeed by following the teachings 

of the Gospel Values which are the foundations 
for all learning and outstanding behaviours. The 

school ethos provides encouragement for all, 
academically, physically and spiritually. We 

deliver a rich, inclusive and diverse curriculum as 
well as developing ‘life skills’ in preparation for the 

outside world. Every pupil experiences a varied 
and stimulating education within the school and 

beyond. We pride our selves on being a truly 
intercultural school. 

 
I hope this prospectus provides an overview of our 
fabulous school and will lead you to want to learn 

more about it. I am very happy to answer any queries 
that you may have and warmly welcome you to come 

and visit us so that you can see and experience our 
school for yourself. 

 
Mary Harbinson, Principal 

 





As a school we are guided by the Northern Ireland Primary 
Curriculum which provides an overview of knowledge, skills 
and understanding in all subjects. Learning is very much 
based on a theme, providing opportunities for children to 
develop a range of skills which can be applied across all 
subjects. In all subjects we strive to provide rich, 
sophisticated experiences that deepen the understanding 
of all pupils. 
 
At St Mary’s we encourage all of our children to use the 
gifts and talents that they have been blessed with and 
this is evident in the wonderful work you can see as you 
walk around the school. 
 
St Mary's is a popular and growing school. We have one 
class in each year group and a number of Learning 
Support Teachers and Classroom Assistants. Our staff 
are experienced and hard working. They use a wide 
range of strategies and resources to promote 
meaningful access to the curriculum for every child. 
 
We also value the role of parents in promoting their 
child's active participation in the curriculum and 
work in partnership with them to achieve 
successful learning outcomes. 
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St Mary’s is a Catholic Primary School. 
 

We are located in the parish of 
St.Mary's, Chapel Lane, in the diocese of 

Down & Conor.   
 

The foundations of our faith are integral 
to our daily routines and we participate in 

the Monthly 'First Friday' service in 
St.Mary's Church. 

 
We welcome children of all faiths and none. 
We encourage all pupils to grow spiritually 

and provide a range to opportunities for 
pupils to learn more about a range of faiths 
and traditions. We follow the 'Grow In Love' 

programme for Primary Schools and 
encourage Parents to become involved in the 

spiritual education of their children. 
 

Parents enrolling their children for the 
sacraments of Reconciliation, First Communion 

and Confession must provide a copy of their 
child's baptism certificate.  
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' Young children come to school from 
a variety of different backgrounds, 

having had a range of diverse learning 
experiences at home and for most, 

some form of pre-school education. The 
Foundation Stage aims to build 

on these learning experiences by 
providing children with an appropriate 

learning programme to develop their 
dispositions to learn and to provide 

them with the skills and competencies they 
will need to succeed in 

school and future life. The Foundation Stage 
also endorses good early 

years practice where teachers have more 
flexibility in terms of what they 

teach. This flexibility allows teachers to follow 
the interests of the children, 

encouraging them to see links in their learning 
and to appreciate that the 

skills they learn in one area can be applied 
elsewhere.' 

CCEA 'Areas of Learning at Foundation Stage' 
 

In St.Mary's we support the development of 
learning skills in the Early Years by hands on 
experiences, collaborative play and carefully 

structured learning opportunities. We aim to build 
upon prior experiences and encourage exploration 

and experimentation as a means of discovery and 
learning.  
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We firmly believe in developing a 
healthy lifestyle and a love of sport and 

exercise in all of our pupils. Every child is 
encouraged to develop skills and learn 

about sportsmanship, team work and 
collaboration. We have participated in 

many local school events including the 
primary schools cross community football 

tournament. 
 

All of our pupils are encouraged to get active 
and all participate in a range of P.E. lessons and 

sports workshops. 
 

We have an annual sports day in the summer 
term, which all pupils are involved in, as well as 

parents and staff! The school also has a 
playground with a trim trail and 5-a-side football 

pitch. PE is taught, either by the class teacher or by 
expert coaches.  

 
Our well-equipped school hall is used for 

gymnastics, indoor games and dance and our Key 
Stage 2 children go to the Falls Swim Centre for 

swimming lessons.  
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A strong home/school partnership is something we 
greatly value and we are keen to maintain close lines of 
communication.  
 
We have an open door policy, so if parents call to the 
school we can generally have a quick word there and 
then. However, if a longer discussion is needed then 
an appointment can be made with any member of 
staff or the Principal. Interpreters can be provided if 
requested in advance.  
 
Any notes or letters are usually colour coded, 
contain QR codes and may be followed up with a 
telephone call. 
 
We have two official parent consultation events, 
one in the autumn and one in the spring term. 
A detailed written report is issued in the 
summer term each year.  
 
We also communicate through our 
newsletters, school App, website and text 
alerts which provide an overview of recent 
events in school as well as celebrations and 
success of our pupils.  

“We are very pleased with 
the excellent progress he has 

made”  

PARENT 



 

Staff at St Mary’s are highly trained and 
exceptionally well equipped to support 

all pupils in the development of 
outstanding ICT skills Provision is made 

for all children to experience at first hand 
technology that allows them to fully access 

the curriculum and to express their 
thoughts and feelings. 

 
Mrs.McVeigh is our ICT coordinator and she 

oversees the delivery of a well planned , skills 
based ICT curriculum, where each pupil gets 

'hands on' experiences using their own iPad to 
support learning. We use apps and software to 

engage with the curriculum and all pupils have 
opportunities to use animation and green 

screen techniques.  
 

Every classroom has a range of technology 
available including Interactive White Boards, PCs 
and laptops. The C2K network provides safe and 

secure access to a range of online resources 
including Office365 and Google Drive. 

 
Our highly developed use of ICT to support all pupils 

in accessing the curriculum has been recognised in 
St.Mary's being awarded 'Runner Up' in the 

prestigious Northern Ireland ICT Excellence Awards 
2016.  
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"St.Mary's is a wonderful 
school that uses technology 
in innovative ways to 
overcome barriers to 
learning ."  

ICT EXCELLENCE AWARDS  



Music, drama and art play an 
important part in the life of the school. 
Each year we look forward to our Key 
Stage 1 Nativity, Key Stage 2 Christmas 
Show, Music mornings and the end of 
year 'Summer Sing- Out'. We also invite 
other music teachers into school who 
provide traditional music tuition. Currently 
we offer tin whistle, bodhran and African 
drumming.  
 
We are fortunate to have a popular school 
choir, led by Mrs.McSorley, who participate in 
numerous community activities, including 
singing for local charities and in centres for 
the elderly. 
 
We are fortunate enough to have an art 
specialist in school and have collaborated with 
local artists to produce some stunning artwork, 
such as the school mosaic or the bronze plaques 
marking the route of the Farset river through 
Belfast .  
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A wide range of extra-curricular activities are run by the staff, 
community education groups and coaches at the school. 
Some of the options available to children are: 
 
Art 
Athletics 
iPad 
Cookery 
Box Fit 
Outdoor Gym 
Football 
Multi-skills 
Music 
 
 
We strongly encourage children to participate in the 
Extra Curricular clubs to help to build their confidence 
and to develop them as team players. 
 
We are lucky to be included in the Extended Schools 
Cluster group which gives our pupils access to 
activities such as Taekwondo, Judo, Coding and 
Sportstastics. 
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Visits to places of interest are made 
each year. These are always of an 

educational nature and very often 
linked to the current theme of 

learning. 
 

Years 6 and 7 children attend a 
residential trip which is a great event in 

the life of the school and very much 
enjoyed by the children and staff.  

On the Residential Trip children get the 
opportunity to take part in abseiling, 
climbing, canoeing, orienteering and 

archery.  
 

During our Educational visits the children 
visit the Folk & Transport Museum, the Ulster 

Museum, shows in the Grand Opera House 
and MAC, as well as visiting local parks and 

other educational sites.  
 

All trips are a fabulous experience and for our 
past pupils, the residentials always remain most 

memorable.  
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At St.Mary's we are very proud of our 
strong links with the local community and 
parish. We work closely with the residents 
association and parish groups, as well as 
with our parish priest. We also enjoy singing 
for the elderly who live in the residential 
homes nearby.  
 
We have strong links with the representative 
groups who work with the families of our 
pupils from the Traveller, Newcomer and Roma 
communities. 
 
Our Eco-Group is working towards green flag 
status and we are proud to be a Rights 
Respecting School. We also participate in the 
Roots of Empathy Programme. 
 
 
The School Council often organise fund raising 
events for local and global charities including 
Children in Need, Trócaire, the N.I.Children's Cancer 
Fund and Barnardos to name just a few. 
 

C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 
"It is always wonderful to 
welcome the children from 

St.Mary's to the centre. 
Their enthusiasm and joy 

is infectious and heart 
warming."  

RESIDENT 



 

A healthy diet and good nutrition are essential 
to being a successful learner. We have 

wonderful school meals that are designed by 
nutritionists to support healthy eating 

guidelines . Children whose parents receive 
income support are eligible to receive free school 

meals or they can be paid for in advance at the 
school office. 

 
Children may choose to bring a packed lunch if they 

prefer. We ask parents to provide a healthy lunch 
box and support the school’s Healthy School status. 

 
Fruit is currently provided free of charge to all pupils 
through our Healthy Eating Project and all pupils are 

also provided with a personal water bottle to 
encourage them to keep hydrated during the day. Milk 

is available and should be paid for in advance in the 
school office.  
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"I really like my school, 
everyone knows me and 
wants me to do well '.  

CASSANDRA, PRIMARY 7 



Our very popular Breakfast club is 
available daily. Breakfast club runs 
from 8.30am until the start of the 

school day.  
 

A range of food, including fruit, toast, 
cereal, yoghurt and juice is provided 

during each session.  The children can 
take part in a range of activities, from 

computing to cooking and outdoor 
football to board games! 

 
We are very proud winners of the Kellogg's 

Breakfast Club 'Promoting a Healthy 
Lifestyle' Breakfast Club of the Year for 2016.  
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Learning at home helps children to develop important skills, 
in particular those of independent learning. Home learning 

is set by the class teacher and continues the learning from 
the classroom. 

 
Home learning may involve spelling/phonics, daily 

reading, times tables/counting, mathematics challenges 
or written work. All work sent home reflects current 

learning and should be completed independently. If you 
have any concerns about work sent home please 

contact your child's class teacher. 
 

You child may sometimes have research or oral history 
work to complete. This is usually when they are 

covering topics such as 'All About Me', 'Toys' and 'Life 
in the recent Past'. This may involve asking you or 

other family members questions about your 
experiences. It is a wonderful opportunity for you 

and your child to work on a project together. 
 

We encourage parents and children of all ages to 
read together on a daily basis .  
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Children wishing to start St.Mary's 
should have reached 4 years of age 

on or before July 1st in the year in 
which they seek admission.  

 
Parents of all children who intend to 

start school in September will need to 
complete an application form ( available 

from the school office) and submit it in 
January.  

 
We encourage all prospective pupils and 

their parents to attend our school open 
days. 

 
If you have any questions or concerns about 

your child starting school, please do not 
hesitate to contact us . Call in to the school or 

telephone us on 02890 248519. 
 

We are always happy to help and we want you 
and your child to feel welcomed in St.Mary's.  
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St.Mary's Primary School 
Divis Street 
Belfast 
BT12 4AL 

02890248519 
www.stmarysdivisstreet.com 
info@stmarysps.belfast.ni.sch.uk 

Mrs. Mary Harbinson, Principal 


